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Why is the city developing a neighborhood traffic plan for NE 5" Street?

As the City of Bellevue engaged the community during an update to the East Bellevue Transportation
Plan in 2006 and the Wilburton/NE 8™ Street Subarea Plan in 2007, residents expressed concerns about
the potential for increased traffic on NE 5 Street, given other Wilburton Connections projects*
planned. These projects include the extension and widening of 120" Avenue NE from NE 4" Street
north to NE 12" Street and the extension of NE 4" Street from 116" Avenue NE to 120" Avenue NE. In
response to community concerns, the City committed to developing a neighborhood traffic plan for NE
5™ Street to recommend how to improve NE 5 Street to manage the future traffic anticipated on this
neighborhood route.

What is the NE 5" Street Traffic Committee?

The NE 5" Street Traffic Committee was formed to help the city develop the future plan for NE 5
Street. The committee consists of resident volunteers from your neighborhood, representatives from
adjacent businesses, and city staff from Transportation, Fire and Police. The traffic committee has
worked to develop a range of options that could be implemented to address future anticipated traffic
volumes on NE 5" Street.

What are future traffic conditions expected to look like on NE 5th Street?

NE 5th Street is currently a low volume street. It is forecasted that the street utilization will increase
from 5% to 30% in 2015. With the implementation of other Wilburton Connections projects,** it is
anticipated that traffic volumes along NE 5th Street would more than double (from 135 vehicles per
hour today to 350 vehicles per hour by 2015) during the evening peak commute hour.* The increase in
traffic is mostly due to vehicles using NE 5th Street as an alternate route, to avoid congestion along NE
8th Street and other surrounding streets.

What assumptions were used to predict these traffic changes?

NE 5th Street was analyzed for 2015 and 2030 with the assumption that planned transportation projects
in the Bel-Red, Wilburton and downtown areas were complete. The team also included land use growth
and regionally planned transportation projects, such as the 1-405 Braided Ramps, SR 520 Tolling, NE 8th
Street Bus Rapid Transit in addition to the NE 4th Street extension and 120th Avenue NE extension and
widening projects. The results focused on the evening peak hour and provided estimated traffic
volumes, intersection delays, and travel times for key routes.

Is adding a signal on NE 5th Street at 120th Avenue NE and/or 124" Avenue NE an option?

In order for the city to put in a traffic signal, the intersection needs to meet certain criteria related to
traffic volumes and safety. Currently, these intersections do not qualify for a traffic signal. As traffic
volumes increase and conditions change at this intersection, the criteria may be met in the future. The
City will continue to monitor this intersection to determine when a signal may be warranted. If the City
decides a signal should be installed, this project would need to be prioritized for funding along with



other identified City improvement projects. A traffic signal would improve accessibility to and from NE
5th Street and the neighborhood. However, a signal can also increase traffic on NE 5th Street by making
it more easily accessible.

Did the traffic committee consider other options for NE 5 Street such as adding a traffic circle or
speed bumps on NE 5" Street?

The traffic committee has worked with city staff to develop a range of options that could be
implemented on NE 5" Street and determined that a full, partial or no closure options were the most
feasible options to consider to manage or reduce future anticipated traffic volumes on NE 5™ Street.
Speed of vehicles is not a safety concern on NE 5™ Street. Therefore, traffic calming measures such as
adding a traffic circle or speed bumps, which are intended to slow vehicles, are not the right tool to
implement for NE 5™ Street where the focus is to manage and/or reduce future expected traffic
volumes.

Would a full or partial closure affect emergency response times?

Emergency response to the Wilburton neighborhood is provided almost evenly from two fire stations in
the community — Fire Station 6 located at 1850 132nd Avenue NE and Fire Station 7 located at 11900 SE
8th Street. A closure of NE 5th Street may have some impact on emergency response times but any full
closure of NE 5th Street will be implemented in a way that still allows full emergency access to
Wilburton residents. This can be accomplished a number of ways, such as using a sensor activated gate.

Did the committee consider turn restrictions from the future NE 4th Street extension to NE 5th Street?
The Traffic Committee did look at restricting turning movements from the future NE 4th Street to
existing NE 5th Street. This option was removed from further consideration because it was less effective
at reducing cut through traffic compared to the partial or full closure concepts. Turn restrictions would
also be difficult to construct and implement, possibly requiring additional right-of-way, and involve
constant police enforcement to be effective.

When are other Wilburton Connections project scheduled to be completed?

e Segment 1 of 120" Avenue NE Widening: NE 4™ Street to NE 8" Street — construction would
begin in late 2011 and continue through late 2012

e Segment 2 of 120" Avenue NE Widening and Extension: NE 8" Street to NE 12™" Street —
construction could begin as early as 2012 and continue through late 2012

e Phase 1 of NE 4™ Street Extension: 116" Avenue NE to BNSF Railway — construction could begin
in early 2012 and continue through early 2013.

e Phase 2 of NE 4" Street Extension: BNSF Railway to 120" Avenue NE — 2013/2014

e Extension of NE 6" Street - TBD

* evening peak commute hours are from 4pm - 6pm
**For more information on other Wilburton Connections projects such as the NE 4th Street extension and

the 120th Avenue NE widening and extension projects, please feel free to contact Nancy LaCombe
at (425) 452-4382 or NLacombe@bellevuewa.gov




